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SUBJECT: RHODESIA: NKOMO-MU GAB E RESPONSES TO OWEN'S 
INVITATION 

1 . ONCE AGAIN NKOMO AND MUGABE MAY BE HEADING IN 
DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS ON THE QUESTION OF MEETING WITH 
OWEN. HOWEVER, THIS IS ONLY PRELIMINARY THOUGHT 
BASED UPON INITIAL RESPONSES EACH GAVE UPON RECEIVING 
OWEN’S INVITATION. 
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2. MUGABE PERSONALLY RECEIVED HIS LETTER FROM THE 
BRITISH AMBASSADOR IN MAPUTO ON DECEMBER 23. HE SAID 
THAT OWEN'S LETTER DID NOT SPEAK TO KEY ISSUE OF BRITISH 
ATTITUDE TO INTERNAL SETTLEMENT TALKS. HE DEMANDED 
THAT OWEN ISSUE A PUBLIC DENUNCIATION OF THOSE TALKS 
AS WELL AS STATE CLEARLY THAT THEIR RESULTS COULD NOT 
RECEIVE HMG'S BLESSINGS. HE OBJECTED TO LONDON AND 
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MALTA (AS WELL AS NAIROBI AND GABORONE) AS POSSIBLE 
VENUES AND SUGGESTED THAT DAR OR MAPUTO WOULD BE BEST. 
HE NEITHER ACCEPTED NOR REJECTED INVITATION, BUT 
INDICATED THAT HE WOULD CONSULT WITH ZAPU AND WOULD 

BE OPEN TO FURTHER COMMUNICATIONS FROM OWEN. 

3. NKOMO WAS HANDED HIS LETTER BY THE BRITISH 
AMBASSADOR IN HAVANA ON DECEMBER 24. HE LATER RESPONDED 
WITH A FORMAL NOTE ACKNOWLEDGING RECEIPT AND STATING 
THAT HE "WILL BE IN COMMUNICATION WITH MR. ROBERT 
MUGABE TO WORK OUT WHERE IT WOULD BE CONVENIENT FOR 

US TO MEET. WE SHALL CONSIDER BOTH MALTA AND LONDON 
AND POSSIBLY ANY OTHER PLACE, AND SHALL COMMUNICATE TO 
YOU THE RESULT OF OUR CONSULTATION." 

4. IN DELIVERING ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO BRITISH AMBASSADOR, 
NKOMO AIDE MADZIMBAMUTO SAID THAT HIS CHIEF WAS RESTOR- 
ING HIMSELF IN CUBA, RESTING AFTER A DIFFICULT YEAR. 

HE WOULD BE LEAVING THE ISLAND ON DECEMBER 30 OR 3 1 TO 
TRAVEL (PERHAPS VIA NEW YORK) TO GENEVA FOR A MEETING 
OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES. 

5. IN RESPONSE TO UK QUESTION CONCERNING PUBLICITY 
FOR THE OWEN LETTER, MADZIMBAMUTO ASSERTED THAT IT 
WOULD NOT BE PROPER FOR BRITISH TO PUBLICIZE THE 
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INVITATIONS UNTIL ARRANGEMENTS FOR MEETING HAD 
BEEN MADE. HE REPORTED THAT PATRIOTIC FRONT WOULD 
MEET IN MAPUTO ON JANUARY 16 AND THAT ANSWER MIGHT BE 
FORTHCOMING AFTER THAT. BRITISH AMBASSADOR DEMURRED, 
NOTING THAT IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO SUSTAIN WORLD 
INTEREST IN THE ANGLO-AMERICAN EFFORT IF RESPONSE 
DELAYED THAT LONG. MADZIMBAMUTO RELENTED SLIGHTLY 
AND INDICATED THAT HE MIGHT HAVE AN ANSWER FOR THE 
BRITISH BEFORE NKOMO LEAVES CUBA. VANCE 
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SUBJECT: RHODESIA: NKOMO-MU GAB E RESPONSES TO OWEN'S 
INVITATION 

1 . ONCE AGAIN NKOMO AND MUGABE MAY BE HEADING IN 
DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS ON THE QUESTION OF MEETING WITH 
OWEN. HOWEVER, THIS IS ONLY PRELIMINARY THOUGHT 
BASED UPON INITIAL RESPONSES EACH GAVE UPON RECEIVING 
OWEN’S INVITATION. 
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2. MUGABE PERSONALLY RECEIVED HIS LETTER FROM THE 
BRITISH AMBASSADOR IN MAPUTO ON DECEMBER 23. HE SAID 
THAT OWEN'S LETTER DID NOT SPEAK TO KEY ISSUE OF BRITISH 
ATTITUDE TO INTERNAL SETTLEMENT TALKS. HE DEMANDED 
THAT OWEN ISSUE A PUBLIC DENUNCIATION OF THOSE TALKS 
AS WELL AS STATE CLEARLY THAT THEIR RESULTS COULD NOT 
RECEIVE HMG'S BLESSINGS. HE OBJECTED TO LONDON AND 
MALTA (AS WELL AS NAIROBI AND GABORONE) AS POSSIBLE 
VENUES AND SUGGESTED THAT DAR OR MAPUTO WOULD BE BEST. 
HE NEITHER ACCEPTED NOR REJECTED INVITATION, BUT 
INDICATED THAT HE WOULD CONSULT WITH ZAPU AND WOULD 
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BE OPEN TO FURTHER COMMUNICATIONS FROM OWEN. 

3. NKOMO WAS HANDED HIS LETTER BY THE BRITISH 
AMBASSADOR IN HAVANA ON DECEMBER 24. HE LATER RESPONDED 
WITH A FORMAL NOTE ACKNOWLEDGING RECEIPT AND STATING 
THAT HE "WILL BE IN COMMUNICATION WITH MR. ROBERT 
MUGABE TO WORK OUT WHERE IT WOULD BE CONVENIENT FOR 

US TO MEET. WE SHALL CONSIDER BOTH MALTA AND LONDON 
AND POSSIBLY ANY OTHER PLACE, AND SHALL COMMUNICATE TO 
YOU THE RESULT OF OUR CONSULTATION." 

4. IN DELIVERING ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO BRITISH AMBASSADOR, 
NKOMO AIDE MADZIMBAMUTO SAID THAT HIS CHIEF WAS RESTOR- 
ING HIMSELF IN CUBA, RESTING AFTER A DIFFICULT YEAR. 

HE WOULD BE LEAVING THE ISLAND ON DECEMBER 30 OR 3 1 TO 
TRAVEL (PERHAPS VIA NEW YORK) TO GENEVA FOR A MEETING 
OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES. 

5. IN RESPONSE TO UK QUESTION CONCERNING PUBLICITY 
FOR THE OWEN LETTER, MADZIMBAMUTO ASSERTED THAT IT 
WOULD NOT BE PROPER FOR BRITISH TO PUBLICIZE THE 
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INVITATIONS UNTIL ARRANGEMENTS FOR MEETING HAD 
BEEN MADE. HE REPORTED THAT PATRIOTIC FRONT WOULD 
MEET IN MAPUTO ON JANUARY 16 AND THAT ANSWER MIGHT BE 
FORTHCOMING AFTER THAT. BRITISH AMBASSADOR DEMURRED, 
NOTING THAT IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO SUSTAIN WORLD 
INTEREST IN THE ANGLO-AMERICAN EFFORT IF RESPONSE 
DELAYED THAT LONG. MADZIMBAMUTO RELENTED SLIGHTLY 
AND INDICATED THAT HE MIGHT HAVE AN ANSWER FOR THE 
BRITISH BEFORE NKOMO LEAVES CUBA. VANCE UNQTE VANCE 
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